CLEMENCEAU

Paris and France were concerned, was brought about by the
almost inconceivable fatuity of Louis Philippe, ^ marvel at
the strange turn of events which got rid of Orleanist King Log
in order to replace him by a Napoleonist King Stork, But we
may wonder still more at the lack of foresight, capacity and
tact of Louis Philippe himself, who had been in his youth
the democrat Citoyen Bgalite, and an excellent general,
with all the hard experience of his family misfortune and
personal sufferings in exile as a full-grown man, possessed,
too, of a thorough knowledge of the world and an adequate
acquaintance with modern thought in several departments
of science and literature. Yet, enjoying all these qualifications
for a successful ruler, Louis Philippe failed to understand
that a democratic monarchy, and a democratic monarchy
alone, could preserve France from a republic or a military
dictatorship. This was astounding. He refused to agree to
the democratic vote claimed by the people, and then ran
away. So the House of Orleans joined the House of Bourbon
in the array of discrowned Heads of the Blood Royal. The
short-lived Eepublic of 1848 existed just long enough to
scare the bourgeoisie by the installation of the National Work-
shops, which might well have succeeded but for their unin-
telligent opposition, and the peasantry by the fear of general
Communism, into a demand for a ruler who would preserve
them from those whom they considered the maniacs or plun-
derers of Paris.

It is one of the ironies of history that the French Revolution
which promulgated ideas of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity
that shook the whole civilised world should have been unable
to furnish France herself with a democratic republic for well-
nigh a hundred years after the overthrow of Louis XVI. For
scarcely had the Republic of 1848, with Louis Blanc, Ledrw
Rollin, Albert, and others as its leaders, been founded tfaaja
the Buonapartist intrigues were successful Louis Napoleon,
who just before had been the laughing-stock of Europe, with
his tame eagle at Boulogne that would perflist in perching on a